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was the possessor, or the transmitter westward, of all that
then seemed most desirable: gold, incense, myrrh, powdered
antimony, monkeys, panthers; and she brought up out of
her mysterious depths precious stones, silver, spices, and
"natives and their children."

The caravans of the Arab alone brought this merchandise
of great value; and which of it came from the peninsula
itself and which from beyond was kept a secret by the Arabs,
who thereby held the world's monopoly of their luxuries.
Their route followed the coast of the Red Sea, at a distance
of some forty miles or so inland, passing through Mecca
and Medina, to Al Hujr, the present Mada'in SaJih, to
Taima and Duma. King Nabonidus of Babylonia, father
of Belshazzar, thought it profitable to spend most of his
reign at Taima, the "Tema" of Genesis, far over in Western
Arabia, leaving the rule of what is now called Iraq in the
hands of his son. He adorned Taima "with the glory of
Babylon." The richness of the Arabia of that time can be
gauged from the amount by which Esar-haddon increased
the tribute to be paid by Hazaal of Duma, King of the
Arabs, in return for the restoration of his captured gods.
It was to be by "ten minas of gold, a thousand precious
stones, fifty camels, and a thousand bundles of aromatic
herbs." The great citadel of Duma, the castle of Marid,
still stands; its lowest stones placed upon each other in the
days of the Assyrian kings, its upper walls and towers built
in the time of Romans and Arabs. From its ramparts can
be seen, stretching far away beyond the palms, the camel-
tracks along which must have come the urgent messengers
for the King at Taima from his son in Mesopotamia. The
ceremonies of the annual wedding of the gods would be
incomplete without the King, who dallied, watching for the
caravans of gold, hunting in the grassy Arabian uplands,
and neglecting the rule of his people in favour of Belshazzar.
Not knowing the life he had found there, they thought him
witless, and his was the<cmadness" attributed to Nebuchad-
nezzar.

Farther south, in what is now the Yemen, there were